
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



312 THE ECONOMIC BULLETIN 

tenement," in the hope that it may "afford a ray of hope to the 
discouraged toiler"? But what ray of hope the discouraged 
toiler or occupant of a tenement house in large cities like New York 
can derive from the prospect of securing land that will cost him 
from $5,000 to $25,000, to say nothing of the cost of stocking and 
fitting up the property, is hard to conceive, for it is well known 
that these classes have little or no savings. Nor can such people 
"borrow" the capital, and it would be an exceedingly doubtful 
policy even if they were to do so. 

While the perusal of these books, or either of them, would impress 
the reader with the author's earnestness and good intentions, still 
they contain nothing relating to agriculture that has not long been 
known and offer very little of practical value toward solving the 
great problem of poverty and the unemployed in our large cities 
with which problem they are primarily concerned. 

James B. Moeman. 
Washington, D. C. 

L' Industrie AmSricaine. By Achille Viallate. (Paris: Felix 
Alcan, 1908. Pp. 492). 

Monsieur Viallate has given his countrymen a book about the 
United States that is a model in its way. While the material and 
even the point of view are familiar to many American readers, the 
author has exercised careful judgment in the selection of his second- 
ary authorities and brought out clearly the essential points in 
American industrial history. 

Under the general divisions of L'evolution industrielle et la 
politique commerciale, reorganization industrielle, and L' expan- 
sion industrielle the author presents a brief summary of American 
economic history, a description of the economic organization and 
a discussion of the expansion of industry both at home and abroad. 
Many facts and figures are given illustrating the growth of the 
nation. 

It is to Monsieur Viallate's credit that he makes no attempt to 
force his material to the maintenance of any thesis. Only in the 
last chapter does he give way to prophecy when he calls attention 
to the insufficiency of legislation to protect the nation against the 
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financial methods used by men who have lost all sense of reality, 
and to the need of clear understanding and a firm stand on the 
part of the government to check the evils of the day. To him the 
possibilities of class warfare are very great as seen especially in the 
relation of employers and employes and in the increasing number 
of the educated proletariat, but the powers of recovery both from 
financial crisis and social disturbance are greater in America than 
in any other country. 

F. L. McV. 



Public Service Commission of the State of New York, First District. 

Annual Report for Year 1907. (Albany: 1908. 8° Pp. 768). 
Public Service Commission of the State of New York, Second District. 

Annual Report for Year 1907. (Albany: 1908. 8° Pp. 711). 

These reports cover the first six months' work of the Public 
Utilities Commissions of New York State. 

The Commission of the First District has jurisdiction over 
New York City. In this territory the most urgent need is ade- 
quate rapid transit service, and its report shows that attempts to 
improve the transit situation have taken most of the Commis- 
sion's time. Something had been done along this line in New 
York before the new law took effect and the commission was 
early able to approve the building of the Manhattan-Brooklyn sub- 
way and of the loop subway connecting the Brooklyn, Manhattan, 
and Williamsburg bridges. It also adopted two routes of its own, 
one for a subway from the Battery up Broadway and Lexington 
Avenue to 138th Street, and one under Canal Street from the Man- 
hattan Bridge to West Street affording connection with all north 
and south lines existing or proposed. These plans were well 
devised. While awaiting their fruition the Commission endeav- 
ored to improve the service on lines already in operation. By 
repeated orders it compelled increases in the number of cars on 
subway, elevated, and surface roads, and forced the repair of 
defective cars, the establishment of shelters and stations, and the 
like. Fifteen million seats annually were added by its work, 
according to an estimate in the annual report. Orders were 
also issued looking towards the control of rates and capitali- 



